Two-Minute Teaching for Sunday, June 8"

The Stained Glass Windows of St. Francis Church:
St. Clare of Assisi

[Para espaiiol, ver abajo.]

St. Clare was born in Assisi and was a close friend of St. Francis. When she heard St. Francis
preach, she left her family at the age of 18 and lived as a religious sister, following the example
of St. Francis, against the strong objections of her father. She became the foundress of the Poor
Clares, a cloisered group of women who devoted their lives to silence, prayer, and living in se-
clusion from the public.

The example of St. Clare was so powerful that her sisters, her mother, and her aunt joined her, as
well as many other young women who wanted to live a life like St. Francis. Her life and exam-
ple were great inspirations to women of her time who had little opportunity to live their life as
they wished. Clare was a very strong woman, not only with her father, but also with St. Francis
and the Pope. Late in his life, St. Francis was very disappointed in the way his followers were
living. But it was St. Clare who supported him and encouraged him in his disappointments.
When the Pope wanted to release the Poor Clares from living poverty, St. Clare resisted. The
Pope did not believe that women could live by themselves without the financial support of land
and property, but St. Clare insisted that with the love of God, nothing more was necessary. Even
with the Pope, she won the argument.

The city of Assisi was attacked twice during St. Clare’s lifetime, but the prayers of the Poor
Clares saved the city both times. One time, St. Clare went to the window of the convent with the
Blessed Sacrament, and the attackers retreated. Because of this, St. Clare is often pictured in art
as holding the Blessed Sacrament. She also experienced visions of the Mass when she was too
ill to attend Mass. Because of this, she is the patronness of television.

St. Clare died in 1253 and was canonized just two years later, becoming a saint in less time than
even St. Francis!



Espaiiol:

Santa Clara naci6 en Assisi y era una buen amiga de San Francis. Cuando oy¢ la predicacion de
San Francis, dejo a su familia a la edad de diez y ocho y vivié como una hermana religiosa, se-
guiendo el ejemplo de San Francis contra las objeciones de su papa. Se hizo la fundadora de las
Claras Pobres, un convento de mujeres que dedicaron sus vidas al silencio, oracion, y vivir en
aislamiento del publico.

El ejemplo de Santa Clara era tan poderoso que sus hermanas, su mama, y su tia se unieron a
ella, ademas otras mujeres jovenes que quiseron vivir una vida como San Francis. Su viday
ejemplo eran gran inspiracion para las mujeres de su tiempo que tenian poca oportunidad de vivir
su vida como deseaban. Clara era una mujer muy fuerte, no solo con su papa, pero tambien con
San Francis y el Papa. Al final de su vida, San Francis estaba muy decepcionado con la manera
en que sus seguidores estaban viviendo. Pero, fue Santa Clara que lo apoyd y lo animé en sus
decepciones. Cuando el Papa queria liberar a las Claras Pobres de vivir en pobreza, Santa Clara
resistio. El Pépa no creia que las mujeres podian vivir por si mismas sin el apoyo financiero de
terreno y propiedad, pero Santa Clara insistié que con el amor de Dios, nada mas era necesario.
Aun con el Papa, ella gano la discusion.

La ciudad de Assisi fue atacada dos veces durante la vida de Santa Clara, pero las oraciones de
las Claras Pobres salvo la ciudad ambos veces. Una vez, Santa Clara fue a la ventana del con-
vento con el Santisimo, y los atacantes se retiraron. Debido a esto, Santa Clara aparece fre-
cuentemente en los artes cargando el Santisimo. Ella tambien experiment6 visiones de la misa
cuando estaba muy enferma para asistir a la misa. Debido de esto, ella es la patrona de la tele-
vision.

Santa Clara muri6 en mil docientos cinquento y tres, y fue canonizada solamente dos afios
despues, jhaciendose una santa en menos tiempo que aun que San Francis!
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