
Two-Minute Teaching for Sunday, March 16th  

The Stained Glass Windows of St. Francis Church: 

St. Rose of Lima 

 [Para español, ver abajo.] 

 

St. Rose was born in Lima, Peru in 1586 and was given the name Isabel.  She was a beautiful 

child and her family began to call her Rose as a tribute to her beauty.  Her beauty was extraordi-

nary and a struggle for her throughout her life as she did not wish to marry but instead devote 

herself to God. 

Rose practiced physical penances as a way of focusing on God and avoiding the distractions of 

her good looks.  But her parents wanted her to marry, as they were very poor after their business 

failed.  Instead, she joined the Dominican Order and began to experience visions and voices from 

God.  Her family and friends ridiculed her for her piety, but she remained strong in her love of 

God and practice of penance.  In memory of the crown of thorns worn by Christ, Rose often 

wore on her head a crown of sharp studs laced with roses. 

Very quietly, she worked for the poor, especially oppressed natives who were mining Peruvian 

gold for the Spaniards.  Some times, she brought the sick, the elderly, and homeless children into 

her own home to care for them.  She is credited as beginning social services in Peru.  When Rose 

died at the age of 31, the poor and rich so crowded the streets and her coffin that her funeral 

could be not be held for several days. 

St. Rose was the first person born in the Western Hemisphere to be canonized by the Church.  

She is the patroness of South America, Peru, and the Philippines.  She is often identified by a 

crown of roses on her head and is also the patroness of those who struggle with vanity. 

 

Español: 

Santa Rosa nació en Lima, Peru en 1586 y su nombre fue Isabel.  Era una niña linda y su familia 

comenzó a llamarla Rosa como un tributo a su belleza.  Su belleza era extraordinaria y una lucha 

para ella en su vida entera pues no queria casarse sino dedicarse a Dios. 

Rosa practicaba las penitencias fisicas como una manera de enfocarse en Dios y evitar las dis-

tracciónes de su belleza.  Pero sus padres querian que ella se casara, pues eran muy pobres 

despues del fracaso de su negocio.  En cambio, ella engresó en la Orden Dominicana y comenzó 

a experimentar las visiones y voces de Dios.  Su familia y amigos se burlaban de su piedad, pero 

continuó fuerte en su amor a Dios y su practica de penitencia.  En memoria de la corona de espi-

nas vestida por Cristo, Rosa frecuentemente usaba en su cabeza una corona de tachuellas afiladas 

encajadas de rosas. 

 

 

 



Muy silenciosamente, ella trabajaba para los pobres, especialmente los indígenos oprimidos que 

extraian el oro de Peru para los españoles.  A veces, ella traia los enfermos, los mayores, y los 

niños sin hogar a su propia casa para cuidarlos.  Es atribuida por el inicio de los servicios socia-

les en Peru.  Cuando murió a la edad de 31, los pobres y los ricos llenaron tanto las calles y al-

rededor de su ataúd que su funeral no se pudo hacer por varios dias. 

 

Santa Rosa fue la primera persona nacida en el hemisferio del oeste de ser canonizada por la 

iglesia.  Es la patrona de Sur America, Peru, y los Filipinos.  A menudo, es identificada por una 

corona de rosas en su cabeza, y tambien es la patrona de los que luchan con la vanidad.  


