Two-Minute Teaching for Sunday, June 29"

The Stained Glass Windows of St. Francis Church
St. Paschal Baylon

[Para espaiiol, ver abajo.]

St. Paschal was born in Spain in 1540. He was raised in a very poor family and lived that poor
and simple life until he died at the age of 52. He worked for his family as a shepherd and dem-
onstrated a very holy life, even among other shepherds whose life was filled with cursing and
fighting. Paschal’s good example led people to call him “the Holy Shepherd.”

At the age of 24, he became a brother in the Franciscan Order. He often served in different friar-
ies as a porter or doorkeeper. His life was always characterized by poverty and prayer. He
taught himself how to read. Despite his poor education, many people of all walks of life recog-
nized his wisdom and sought his counsel and advice.

Paschal was known for his great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and spent much time in silent
prayer. One time, while traveling to France, he defended the Church teaching of the Real Pres-
ence of Christ in the Eucharist against a Protestant preacher and was almost killed for his de-
fense. In religious art, he is often depicted in prayer before a vision of the Blessed Sacrament.

After his death, miracles were very quickly reported, and Paschal was canonized within a 100
years of his death. Because of his great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, he is the patron saint
of Eucharistic Congresses that are held throughout the world to promote understanding of the
Church’s teaching of the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.

Espaiiol:

San Pascual naci6 en Espana en el mil quinientos cuarenta. Creci6 en una familia muy pobre y
vivia esa vida pobre y sincilla hasta que muri6 a la edad de cinquenta y dos. El trabajaba para su
familia como pastor y demostr6 una vida muy santa, aun entre otros pastores quienes vida estaba
llena de maldiciones y peleas. El buen ejemplo de Pascual causo6 que la gente lo llamara “el Pas-
tor Santo”.

A la edad de viente y cuatro, se hizo un hermano religioso en la Orden Franciscana. Frecuente-
mente, sirvio en diferentes comunidades como portero. Su vida siempre era caracterizada por la
pobreza y la oracién. El se ensefio a si mismo a leer. A pesar de su pobre educacion, mucha
gente de todas las clases de vida reconocian su sabiduria y buscaban su consejo.

Pascual fue conocido por su gran devocion al Santisimo y pasé mucho tiempo en oracion silenci-
osa. Una vez, cuando viajaba a Francia, defendi6 la ensefianza de la Iglesia de la Presencia Real



de Cristo en la Eucaristia contra un predicador Protestante y casi lo matan por su defensa. En
pinturas religiosas, frecuentemente es mostrado en oracién antes de una vision del Santisimo.

Despues de su muerte, rapidamente milagros fueron informados, y Pascual fue canonizado den-
tro los cien afios de su muerte. Debido a su gran devocion al Santisimo, es el santo patron de los
Congressos Eucaristicos que se lleban acabo por el mundo para promover el entendimiento de la
ensefianza de la Iglesia acerca de la Presencia Real de Cristo en la Eucaristia.
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