Two-Minute Teaching for Sunday, February 24™

St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen
[Para espaiol, ver abajo.]

Someone made the suggestion that I talk about the stained glass windows here in church and just
who is pictured in each one of them.

First of all, according to the history of St. Francis Church, the windows were made by the Mitter-
meier Studios in Brooklyn, New York.

This first window shows St. Fidelis of Signaringen, which is in southern Germany. He was born
in 1577 and died at the age of 45 in Switzerland. He was a very intelligent man and received de-
grees in civil law and church law. But he was disillusioned at the corruption in civil law and de-
cided to become a Capuchin priest.

He was a famous preacher and addressed the heresies of his time that were becoming popular
among the people. Fidelis defended the Catholic faith in Switzerland where he encountered his
stiffest opposition with the Calvinists and others. It was not uncommon for him to receive shouts
of “Death to the Capuchins!” And death is what he got.

When preaching in Switzerland, he stirred up the people who attacked and killed him. He was
declared a saint about 100 years after his death. Most saints have a symbol that identifies them
specifically, and the symbol of Fidelis is a bludgeon, as he was killed by a blow to his head.

Espaiiol:

Alguien hizo la sugerencia que yo hablo acerca de las ventanas aqui en la iglesia y que aparece
en cada una.

Primero, segun la historia de la iglesia de San Francis, las ventanas fueron hechas por el estudio
de Mittermeier en Brooklyn, Nueva York.

La primera ventana muestra a San Fidelis de Sigmaringen, un lugar que esté en el sur de Allema-
nia. Nacio en 1577, y muri6 a la edad de 45 en Suiza. Era un hombre muy inteligente y recibid
los grados en la ley civil y la ley iglesial. Pero el estaba desilusionado por la corrupcion en la ley
civil y decidi6 hacerse sacerdote Capuchino.

Era un predicador famoso y se enfrento a las herejias de su tiempo que se hicieron populares en-
tre la gente. Fidelis defendi6 la fe Catolica en Suiza donde se enfrent6 su oposicion mas fuerte
con los Calvinistas y otros. No era para el incomun recibir los gritos de “;La muerte a los Capu-
chinos!” Y la muerte fue lo que recibio.

Mientras predicando en Suiza, les molesto a la gente que lo atacaron y lo mataron. Fue declara-
do santo casi cien afios después de su muerte. Muchos santos tienen un simbolo que especifica-
mente los identifican, y el simbolo de Fidelis es un cayado, porque lo mataron con un golpe a su
cabeza.
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