Two-Minute Teaching for Sunday, February 17™

“Convalidation” of a Marriage
[Para espaiol, ver abajo.]

When someone has been married outside of the Catholic Church and wants to have their vows
“blessed” or repeated in the sacrament of Marriage, the official term is “convalidation”, which
literally means “to make valid” as a sacrament. If neither the wife nor the husband has any work
to be done in an annulment or previous marriage, the convalidation of a marriage is very easy.
Some people think that because they were married civilly, there will be a problem getting their
marriage blessed in the Church. Not necessarily so. It may not involve any extra work at all.

Today, I would like to invite you to think about having your marriage blessed — or convalidated —
if you are in a marriage that was done civilly. After all of my talk about marriage and annul-
ments, [ would be very happy to work with couples or individuals who would like to have a di-
vorced marriage annulled or have their marriage convalidated in the sacrament of Marriage.

I know that there are a number of married couples who were not married in the Catholic Church.
Sometimes I even recommend that a civil marriage take place first, depending on the circum-
stances of the couple and their marriage. But if you have some interest in celebrating your vows
once again in the sacrament of Marriage, please contact me. One of my thoughts is to plan a full
-parish celebration in which a number of couples would repeat their vows in the sacrament of
Marriage. If you’d prefer something more private, I’'m happy to do that too.

Similarly, if you feel ready to look at an annulment of a previous marriage, please give me a call.
There is a great experience of peace and resolution that I see in many individuals who begin this
process and bring a close to an earlier, painful marriage in their life. It is a very healing experi-
ence, from all that I can see.

So call on me. As we Capuchins wear brown habits, like UPS, I like to say, “See what brown
can do for you!”

Espaiiol:

Cuando alguien ha sido casado afuera de la Iglesia Catdlica y quiere tener su votos “bendecidos”
o repetidos en el sacramento matrimonial, el término oficial es “convalidacion”, que literalmente
significa “hacer valido” como un sacramento. Si ni la esposa ni el esposo no tienen trabajo que
hacer en una anulacién o matrimonio anterior, la convalidacion de un matrimonio es muy facil.
Algunas personas piensan que porque fueron casados civilmente, serid un problema de tener su
matrimonio bendecido en la Iglesia. No necesariamente. Quizas ni involucra ningun trabajo ex-
tra.

Hoy, me gustaria invitarlos a pensar acerca de tener su matrimonio bendecido — o convalidado —
si estd en un matrimonio que fue hecho civilmente. Después de todo mi hablar acerca del matri-
monio y las anulaciones, me daria gusto trabajar con las parejas o los individuos que gustarian
tener su matrimonio anulado o su matrimonio convalidado en el sacramento del Matrimonio.

Yo se que hay un numero de parejas casadas que no fueron casadas en la Iglesia Catolica. A ve-
ces, yo aun recomiendo que un matrimonio civil ocurra primero, dependiendo de las circunstan-
cias de la pareja y su matrimonio. Pero, si tiene algiin interés en celebrar sus votos de nuevo en



el sacramento del Matrimonio, favor de llamarme. Un pensamiento mio es planear una celebra-
cion de toda la parroquia en que muchas parejas repetiridn sus votos en el sacramento del Matri-
monio. Si prefiere algo mas privado, me alegro de hacer eso también.

Asimismo, si se siente listo para ver a una anulacién de un matrimonio anterior, por favor déme
una llamada. Hay una gran experiencia de paz y resolucion que yo veo en muchos individuos
que comienzan este proceso y traen un final a un pasado doloroso matrimonio en su vida. Es una
experiencia muy curable, de todo lo que puedo ver.

Por eso, llameme. Asi como nosotros los Capuchinos vestimos con habitos marrones, como
UPS, me gusta decir, “;Vean lo que el marron puede hacer por ustedes!”



